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By 
Avra Rapton, Labor Economist 

H"uman Resoxorces Branch 
Economic Development Division 

Economic Research Service 

The tables included in this supplement to Agricultural Economic 
Report 102, Seasonal Work Patterns of the Hired Farm Working Force of 
I96Í+, provide data on monthly patterns of farm wage work for I965. 

Major seasonal patterns of employment in I96U and I965 did not 
differ to any significant degree, although the number of workers was 
generally lower in the latter year. Seasonal work changes among types 
of workers and geographic regions usually take place slowly and become 
evident only over a period of several years. 

Agric\iltural Economic Report 102 discusses in detail the main 
features of the hired farm work force seasonal patterns, describes the 
survey method, defines the concepts and terms utilized, and discusses 
sampling variability. 

Additional information on the characteristics and employment of 
the 1965 workers can be found in Agricultural Economic Report 98, 
The Hired Farm Working Force of I965. 

DAYS OF FARM WAGE WORK PERFORMED 
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Table 1.—Number of persons eiqplQyed monthly at farm wage work, by selected characteristics of faza vage vorlœrs, 
1965 

Selected 
characteristics : Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. i May ; June ! July : Aug. ! : Sept. : Oct. : HOT. i Dec. 

rîhou. Thou. "TPhou. "Tfhou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. Thou. 

AU vorkers ! 693 723 792 981 1,233 1,728 1,907 1,847 1,541 1,371 1,100 901 

Color and sex: 
White nales \   k3k Wo 525 632 718 996 1,096 1,079 837 751 644 583 
NoDNfalte Bales :   183 191 200 226 257 328 3U4 316 288 280 238 205 
White females !  27 28 37 62 105 188 232 2U9 213 171 95 55 
Nonwhlte females :  29 25 31 62 153 217 235 203 203 168 123 58 

Age: 
lif-17 years ; k9 k6 h2 79 lUU k6l 598 576 278 206 121 98 
I8-5Í* : 511 537 602 707 837 1,010 1,076 1,028 977 903 764 648 
55 and over : 133 lUo 1U8 195 252 257 233 242 286 262 215 156 

Residence: 
Faim I 289 309 338 396 U77 621 637 627 560 509 462 389 
Nonfazm : i*03 klk k3k 58U 757 1,107 1,270 1,219 981 862 638 512 

Migratory status: 
Migratory ':     99 101 119 127 155 276 31»* 299 219 199 168 120 

! 593 622 673 85»* 1,078 1,1*52 1,593 1,548 1,322 1,172 931 782 

Region: 
North ! 181 185 200 2if9 30k k3k k66 468 402 381 257 223 
South ■ 355 367 1^03 510 66k 906 999 938 826 731 620 474 
West : 157 171 189 222 265 388 kk2 440 313 258 223 204 

Chief activity in year: 
Fans wage work 558 58U 622 693 735 75»* 746 722 704 695 670 613 
Other farmwork      ; 2k 26 2k 31 k2 k3 53 48 48 60 64 51 
Nonfarmwork         ; 36 37 55 76 100 138 123 120 115 121 66 60 
Keeping ho\ase       : 13 10 21 53 1?1 170 21U 199 229 184 119 48 
Attending school    : k6 hi kl 71 152 527 673 660 315 207 111 98 
Other             ; 15 19 23 5k 82 96 97 97 130 104 70 31 



Table 2.—Seasonal incivase In average monthly employnent of faxm vage workers, betveen high and low seasons, by 
selected chajracteristlcs of farm wage workers, I965 

Selected 
characteristics 

All workers 

Color and sex: 
White males 
Nomdilte males 
White females 
Nonwhlte females 

Jan.-Apr. 

Thou. 

79T 

523 
200 
38 
37 

Average monthly e«ployent 1/ 
June-Aug. 

Thou. 

1,827 

1,057 
329 
223 
218 

Seasonal Increase. 

Thou. 

1,030 

53»^ 
129 
185 
181 

Ratio: June-Aug. to 
Jan.-APT.  
Ratio 

2.3 

2.0 
1.6 
5.9 
5.9 

Age: 
llf-17 years 
18-51» 
55 *ncl over 

5h 
589 
13h 

5U5 
1,038 

2Uk 

U91 

90 

10.1 
1.8 
1.6 

Residence: 
Farm 
Nonfam 

333 
U6U 

628 
1,199 

295 
735 

1.9 
2.6 

Migratory status: 
Migratory 
Nonmigratory 

112 
686 

296 
1,531 

181» 
8lf5 

2.6 
2.2 

Region: 
North 
South 
West 

20U 
U09 
185 

U56 
9k8 
U23 

252 
539 
238 

2.2 
2.3 
2.3 

Chief activity in year: 
Fam wage work 
Other f amwork 
Nonfarmwork 
Keeping hoxise 
Attending school 
Other 

6lU 
26 
51 
2Í» 

53 
28 

71*1 
k8 
127 
19Ù 
620 
97 

127 
22 
76 
170 
567 
69 

1.2 
1.8 
2.5 
8.1 
11.7 
3-5 

1/ Monthly data for January to April and June to August were averaged separately to obtain one figure for each 
season represented by these months. 



Table 3.—Farm wage workers eaiployed each month as a percentage of all persons who did farm wage work, by selected 
characteristics of farm wage workers, I965 

Selected 
characte rist ic s 

Jan. : Feb. : Mar. : Apr. : Hay : June : July : Aug. : Sept.tOct.: Nov. : 

Pet. Pet. 

25 

Pet. 

30 

Pet. 

ko 

Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. 

25 SÍ5 60 60 ■50 1 k^ 35 

Dec. 

All vorkers 

Color and sex: 
White males 
NoBMfalte nales 
White females 
Ronwfalte females 

Age: 
IU-I7 years 
I8-5U 
55 and over 

Residence: 
Farm 
Ronfam 

Migratory status: 
Migratory 
Nonmlgratory 

Region: 
North 
South 
West 

Chief activity in year: 
Fam vage work 
Other farovork 
Nonfarmwork 
Keeping house 
Attending school 
Other 

Pet. 

20 

25 
35 
5 
5 

5 
30 
35 

30 
20 

20 
25 

20 
20 
25 

J[0_ 
15 
10 
5 
5 

30 
ko 
5 
5 

5 
30 
35 

35 
20 

20 
25 

20 
25 
25 

70 
20 
10 

1/ 
5 

10 

30 
UO 
5 
5 

5 
35 
35 

35 
20 

25 
25 

25 
25 
30 

11. 
15 
15 
5 
5 

10 

35 
k5 
10 
15 

ko 60 ¿s Ó5 50 1 k'i ko 
1  50 6«; 70 f.^ f>0 s«? 50l 

20 ko k5 50 k3 35 
ko 

20 
35 50 55 50 50 30 

10 15 
k5 

50 f? 60 30 20 15 
ko 55 60 55 55 50 1 ^•7 
50 Ö5 ¿5 éo ëo 70 ¿5 55 

Uo 
25 

25 
30 

30 
30 
35 

50 65 70 65 k3 
35 50 éo 55 k5 

35 60 65 65 U5 
ko 55 éo 60 50 

35 
i^O 
ko 

50 
55 
éo 

55 
60 
65 

55 
éo 
Ó5 

50 
50 
k5 

k3 
ko 

k5 
k5 

k5 
k5 
ko 

35 
30 

35 
35 

30 
i^O 
35 

_85_ _20. 
20 
20 
10 
5 

20 

30 
25 
25 
15 

.31. 90 90 
30 
35 
35 
"50" 
"W 

35 
30 
k5 

"50" 

35 
30 
ko 

85  85 ~g5" 

"W 

35 
J0_ 
50 
_20_ 

.IL 

Ho 
30 
ko 
20 

IL 

k3 
15 
25 
10 
jo. 

Pet. 

30 

35 
Uo 
10 
15 

10 
35 
ko 

25 
25 

25 
30 

25 
30 
30 

75 
35 
15 
10 
10 

JLL 
1/ ijess than 2.5 percent. 
Note: Heavy line encloses months in which half or more of each component of the farm wage force was employed. 
Numbers were rounded to nearest ^ percent. 



Table i+.--Days of farm wage work and wages earned from farmwork at peak seasons, as percentages of totals for year, 
"by selected characteristics of farm wage workers, I965 

o^ 

C;<D1 £ir»+pr1 
Total days of : Percentage of days • Total farm : Percentage of farm wages 

OCJLCL. ocu. 
farmwork in 

year 
:  of farmwork in— : wages in 

:   year 
:     earned in— 

characteristics       . : June-Aug. : June-Oct. : J^lne-At^g. : June-Oct. 
Mil. 

267 

Pet. 

35 

Pet.   : 

5h          ': 

Mil. dol. Pet. 

23 

Pet. 

All workers 1/2,032 52 

Color and sex:        : 
White males         : 17l^ 33 51      ! 1,U60 32 50 
Nonwhite males       : 5i* 31 50    : 347 32 50 
White females       : 21 k8 71    : 145 44 70 
Nonwhite females     : 19 k2 68   : 80 39 65 

Age: 
14-17 years 35 60 77   1 161 68 83 
l8-5lt 185 31 50   : 1,501 31 50 
55 and over :    kS 29 k8         : 3T1 27 • 47 

Residence: 
Farm •■          109 32 50    ; 705 31 50 
Nonfarm ;     159 36 55   : 1,327 35 53 

Migratory status: 
Migratory :     39 39 58   : 374 38 57 
Nonmigratory :    229 3h 53   : 1,658 32 51 

Region: 
Horth ':            70 3h 53   '■ 5IT 33 53 
South :    132 35 54 791 33 52 
West 66 36 53 724 3h 52 

Chief activity in year: 
Farm wage work :'    185 28 »^5 .  1,538 28 46 
Other farmwork :     6 17 50 :     50 28 48 
Nonfarmwork :     12 33 58 :    100 3^^ 57 
Keeping house :     17 kl 71 94 40 76 
Attending school 38 66 79 :    182 74 87 
Other :     10 40 60 :    68 . 3T' 66 

reported in USDA's "Farm Income Situation," July I966, because of differences in the groups of hired farmworkers 
included in each report. For groups excluded in this survey see explanatory note in Agr. Econ. Rpt. 102. 
Numbers for subgroups are rounded without being adjusted to group totals. 



Table 5.—Days of farm wage work performed each month as a percentage of days worked in peak month; by selected 
characteristics of farm wage workers, 19^5 

Selected : farm wag 
characte ri st i c s : work in 

: peak mon* 
:   Thou. 

All workers •  32,278 

Color and sex: 
White males 20,3^9 
Nonwhite males 5,975 
White females 3,619 
Nonwhite females    : 2,823 

Chief activity in year:: 
Farm wage work     : 17,706 
Other farmwork 703 
Nonfarmwork        : 1,5^+1 
Keeping house      : 2,895 
Attending school    : 9M^ 
Other 1,U20 

Days of 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

Pet.  Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet. Pet.  Pet, Pet. Pet. 

^7   ^6   53   60 70 92 100 97 81 

Pet, 

Ih 

Pet. Pet. 

61 

1/ Peak month for each group of farm wage workers is represented by that month in which 100 percent is entered. 

51 

53 52 59 66 72 89 100 97 76 71 63 58 
5k 55 66 73 82 99 100 90 81 80 68 k8 
16 16 22 27 37 77 89 100 78 61 35 26 
IT 13 16 2U 60 97 96 85 100 11 56 25 

72 71 83 90 97 100 98 96 93 90 83 72 
67 58 65 67 53 6k 65 83 80 100 93 87 
kk itO hi 60 77 100 88 8k 83 81 55 1+1+ 

6 5 12 21 kk 73 8k 88 100 8k k6 19 
9 8 8 11 17 70 100 91 36 2k Ik 11+ 
9 17 20 38 65 83 85 80 100 9k 60 32 



Table 6.--Number of persons, days worked^ and wages earned at farm and nonfarm wage work, for all farm wage workers and for workers who 
also did some nonfarm wage work, by selected characteristics of farm wage workers, 19^5 

All persons who did farm wage work Persons who did both farm and nonfarm wage work 

Selected               : Total 
workers 

Total days 
of farmwork 

^ --i^verage 
:  days of 

farmwork 

Average 
wages from 
farmwork per 

Total 

workers 

Average 
days of : 

Average 
per day 

wages 
from-- 

Average 

per year 

wages 

from-- 
characteristics 

Farm-: 
work : 

Non- • 
farm-: 
work : 

Farm-: 
work : 

Non- 
farm- 
worjf 

Farm-  : 
work   Î 

Non- 
farm- 

Dav : Year work 
Thou. Pet Mil. Pet. No. Dol. Dol. Thou. No. No. Dol. Dol. Dol. Dol. 

All workers 3,128 100 26T 100 85 T.55 650 1,11+5 53 102 T.I5 10.85 381 1,105 

Color and sex: 
White males 
Nonwhite males        : 
White females         : 
Nonwhite females 

1,T0T 
^9T 
U98 
1+26 

5^ 
16 
16 
lU 

IT^ 

21 
19 

65 
20 
8 
T 

102 
108 

h3 

8.35 
6.45 
6.T5 
Í+.25 

855 
TOI 
290 
18T 

696 

181 
111+ 

58 
T3 
29 
33 

118 
92 
65 
TO 

T.50 
6.T5 
T.35 
I+.30 

12.55 
8.00 
T.IO 
3.T5 

1+38 
1+93 
21T 
lh5 

1,^91 
T38 
1+65 
262 

Age:                  : 
IJ+-I7 years           : 
I8-5U                : 
55 and over           : 

9U0 
l,T91 

39T 

30 
5T 
13 

35 
185 
1+8 

13 
69 
18 

3T 
103 
121 

U.55 
8.10 
T.T5 

ITl 
838 
93^ ' 

266 
810 
69 

30 
61 
39 

5T 
IIT 
95 

I+.65 
T.60 
8.65 

3.00 
12.15 
10.85 

ll+O 
1+63 
339 

ITl 
1,^19 
1,026 

Residence: 
Farm                : 
Nonfarm              : 

932 
2,196 

30 
TO 

109 
159 

kl 
59 

IIT 
T2 

6.1^5 
8.35 

T55 ■ 
605 

21+1 
90I+ 

85 81+ 
106 

5.85 
T.85 

T.80 
11.1+5 

h91 
350 

662 
1,223 

Migratory status :       : 
Migratory            : 
Nonmigratory 

k66 
2,662 

15 
85 

38 
229 

lU 
86 

82 
86 

9.TO 
T.20 

802 
623 

213 
931 

5T 
52 

100 
102 

8.95 
6.TO 

12.15 
10.55 

515 
351 

1,222 
1,0T8 

Region: 
North 
South 
West 

81^5 
1,609 

6T3 

2T 
51 
22 

TO 
132 

66 

26 
i^9 
25 

83 
82 
9T 

T.35 
5.95 

11.00 

612 
U92 

IPTU 

35T 
503 
285 

51 
58 
h5 

126 
90 
90 

T.1+0 
6.15 
9.20 

12.15 
8.20 

13.25 

3T6 
362 
1+21 

1,536 
TU2 

l,20l+ 

Chief activity in year: 
Farm wage work 
Other farmwork 
Nonfarmwork 
Keeping house 
Attending school 
Other 2/ 

808 
1^3 
390 

:  i+T3 
: 1,0TU 
:  2U0 

26 
5 

12 
15 
3^^ 
8 

185 
6 

12 
IT 
38 
10 

69 
2 
5 
6 

lU 
h 

229 
^3 
31 
35 
35 
i^O 

8.30 ],90ii 
8.00 3^6 
8.05 255 
5.55 198 
U.80 169 
T.OO 283 

ITT 
:  1/ 22 
:   390 
:   12T 
:   338 
:    91 

165 

31 
2T 
33 
^3 

5^ 

193 
1+9 
5T 
61 

T.55 

8.05 
6.1+0 
5.00 
8.10 

10.25 

13.30 
5.80 
1+.1+5 
6.30 

1,250 

255 
ITT 
165 
31+9 

559 

2,5Tl+ 
285 
253 
388 

1/ Average« not shown where Jsase la less than $0,000 persons. 
2/ This groti^ contains 153^000 persons other than homemaker» and stiKLents, who were out of the labor force most of the year and 
87,000 persons who were looking for work most of the year. 

lÏTimbers for sabgrotqps are rownded without being adjmsted to group totals. 




